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"GLORY" OFFICER'S JOURNAL FEATURED AMONG RECENT CIVIL WAR ACCESSIONS 
Future West Virginia Adjutant General Was Among the First to Join the 54th Massachusetts Infantry 
Since the day that Confederate 
gunboats first fired upon Fort 
Sumter in April 1861, the Civil 
War has held a fascination for 
Americans which has transcended 
popular interest in all other epi-
sodes in American history. Tales 
of brother versus brother, death 
and privation on native soil, and 
the destruction of a way of life 
which was glamorous for some 
but oppressive for many more 
continue to hold their grip upon 
our attention today. This fact is 
amply witnessed by the resound-
ing success of a pair of recent 
white officer staff, the journal 
provides readers with a level of 
description and insight into Civil 
War life that only an eyewitness 
could provide. 
cinematic offerings: Ken Burns' Massachusetts cadet corps private, and future West VirginiaAdjutanJ 
documentary "The Civil War," General, John W. M. Appleton, June 1862 (left). A page from the 
Born in Massachusetts in 
1833, Appleton descended from 
an old New England family well-
known for its abolitionist views. 
He attended Harvard Medical 
School for a time and later re-
ceived an appointment as assis-
tant librarian at the Boston Pub-
lic Library. At the outbreak of 
the war, Appleton enrolled as a 
private in the Massachusetts In-
dependent Cadet Corps, but his 
service during the early months 
of the war was limited to local and the feature film "Glory." Appleton Journal (right). 
Through historic photographs and narrative, "The Civil War" 
tells the history of the war from start to finish. It is in effect a 
monograph in video format, an objective and analytical look at 
the war drawing upon both contemporary and modem insights. 
The film "Glory" has a different purpose. Focused upon the 
formation and deployment of the Union Army's first Northern 
black regiment, its goal is to entertain and inform through 
reenactment. Through the wonders of modem stage technology 
and cinematography it effectively transports its audience back in 
time, instilling within the viewer a "feel" for the age which no 
documentary can hope to achieve. 
Neither study is, of course, entirely "authentic". The makers 
of "Glory" exercised considerable dramatic license in telling 
their tale, and both films contain editorial and interpretive 
material that relies heavily upon modem perspectives. For a 
more penetrating view of Civil War reality one must turn to 
primary sources-letters, diaries and testimonials-which were 
written by those who witnessed the conflict firsthand. 
A manuscript journal recently donated to the Regional His-
tory Collection provides an excellent case in point. Written by 
John W.M. Appleton, a member of the "Glory" regiment's all-
guard and escort duty. In April1862 he was mustered into regular 
service and sent to garrison at Fort Warren in Boston Harbor. 
It was in this same month that General David Hunter of the 
U.S . Army's Department of the South, acting on his own initia-
tive, organized the first regiment of "colored troops," the "1st 
Regiment of South Carolina Volunteers." Comprised primarily 
of "contraband" (freed slaves) from South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Florida, the men of the 1st South Carolina were reportedly 
treated "like cattle" and dismissed after a number of weeks 
without pay by order of theW ar Department. The regiment did, 
however, set a precedent and provoke a debate within the North 
which continued until theW ar Department gave official sanction 
to the recruitment of African-American troops in August 1862. 
In the months that followed, as Union losses mounted and white 
volunteers dwindled, black soldiers became, in President 
Lincoln's words, "very important, if not indispensible." 
On August25, 1862, General Rufus Saxton of the Department 
of the South received authorization to "arm, equip, and receive" 
a force of up to 5,000 "volunteers of African descent" in order to 
reorganize the 1st South Carolina Volunteers. General Saxton 
proceeded to rebuild the regiment and selected Colonel T.W. 
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Higginson of Massachusetts to assume its command. Colonel 
Higginson later expressed both surprise and enthusiasm at re-
ceiving the commission: "I had been an abolitionist too long, and 
had known and loved John Brown too well, not to feel the thrill 
of joy at last on finding myself in the position where he only 
wished to be." 
When Private John W .M. Appleton was mustered out of the 
regular service in July 1862 he was determined to seek a 
commission with a black regiment. Seeking the assistance and 
endorsement of influential family friends and colleagues, he 
applied in writing to General Saxton for a commission with the 
1st South Carolina in the fall of 1862. He followed up his 
application with a letter to Colonel Higginson in January. 
In his letter to Colonel Higginson, Appleton explained his 
motives: 
I am desirous of serving our Country in connection with 
the colored troops now being raised .... I am induced ... by 
the belief that the two great problems that demand our 
attention in connection with the freedom of the slave are 
Firstly, Will the freed-man work for his living-Sec-
ondly will he fight for his liberty? I believe that he will 
do both and I desire to assist him to do the latter .... 
Appleton's efforts eventually won him a commission as a 
lieutenant in the 1st South Carolina. But by the time word of the 
commission reached Boston, he had already been mustered into 
another unit, the "54th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers." 
Organized by order of Massachusetts Governor John An-
drew, the 54th Massachusetts was considered by virtually all 
parties to be a bold experiment. To Northern abolitionists the 
regiment represented an opportunity for African-Americans to 
prove that they were both willing and equal to the task of fighting 
for their country and for the freedom of their race. To anti-
abolitionists the regiment's certain failure seemed an opportu-
nity to prove the reverse. 
Governor Andrew was determined to see that his experiment 
succeeded, and towards this end he formed a variety of commit-
tees to advise, recruit and raise funds to support the new regi-
ment. Included among the committee members and recruiters 
were men like George L. Steams, one of the "Secret Six" who had 
financed John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry, and black activist 
Frederick Douglass, whose son became a private in Company B. 
To lead the 54th, Governor Andrew selected Robert Gould 
Shaw. The son of influential Boston abolitionists, Shaw was, 
despite his mere 26 years of age, a tried and true veteran, having 
served with the 2nd Massachusetts Infantry in some of the 
bloodiest battles of the early part of the war. Along with Colonel 
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Two portraits of Col. Robert Gould Shaw, commander of the 54th 
Massachusetts /nfanJry. Shaw drafted a letter declining his 
commission with the 54th before deeper reflection and parenJal 
influence induced him to change his mind. 
Shaw and his second in command, Major Norwood P. Hallowell, 
Governor Andrew appointed 2nd Lieutenant John W.M. Appleton 
as one of the 54th's first officers. 
Commissioned on February 9, 1863, Lieutenant Appleton's 
first assignment was to begin recruitment for a Company A. He 
opened an office for this purpose on Cambridge Street in Boston 
and continued in this pursuit for approximately one month before 
being transferred to Camp Meigs in Readville, Massachusetts. 
Upon arrival at camp he was placed in command of the company 
that he had assembled. 
Based upon letters written to his family, Appleton's journal 
forms a meticulous chronicle of his service with the 54th Massa-
chusetts from his arrival at Camp Meigs to his retirement from 
active duty at the war's end. 
Arriving at Camp Meigs in March, he found it to be "a rather 
unpleasant place" consisting of rough wooden barracks situated 
amidst a quagmire of mud which had resulted from torrential 
spring rains. Despite the environment Appleton reported that he 
and his fellow officers were "Full of enthusiasm" and anxious "to 
try a most important experiment, an experiment which must not 
fail." 
Spirits remained high as weeks passed and the recruits, many 
of whom, according to Appleton, were better educated than 
average white soldiers, learned the craft of soldiering as the 
world looked on. "Soon fame of our regiment, as a well drilled 
one spread abroad and our daily dress parades were attended by 
a throng of people, in carriages and on foot-Some attracted I 
suppose to see the men who could say with the old Gladiators, 
'We who are about to die salute thee."' 
After many weeks of preparation the 54th received orders to 
move in May. With their precise destination unknown the men 
were marched to Boston Harbor for ocean transport on the 28th. 
According to Appleton, the regiment's passage through Boston 
was a matter of some concern as it was rumored that "the roughs 
in Boston proposed to attack" the regiment: 
... as we passed through Boston and we were ready to 
d e f e n d  o u r s e l v e s .  ( I  h a d  r e c r u i t s  a s s a u l t e d  w h e n  m a r c h -
i n g  t h e m  t o  t h e  m u s t e r i n g  o f f i c e  a n d  h a d  b e e n  o b l i g e d  
t o  f i g h t  a  l i t t l e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m  i n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  M a r c h  s o  
t h i s  d i d  n o t  s e e m  s o  p r e p o s t e r o u s .  T h e n  I  h a d  b e e n  t o l d  
b y  c o p p e r h e a d  f r i e n d s  t h a t  I  w a s  a  d - - - d  f o o l ,  - t h a t  t h e  
s l a v e  d r i v e r s  w o u l d  " c o m e  o u t  a n d  c r a c k  t h e i r  w h i p s "  
a n d  t h e  n i g g e r s  w o u l d  r u n ,  a n d  I  w o u l d  b e  b u t c h e r e d  . . .  
B u t  w h e n  M a y  2 8 t h  c a m e  &  w e  b r e a k i n g  c a m p  a t  a n  
e a r l y  h o u r  w e n t  i n t o  B o s t o n ,  w h a t  a n  o v a t i o n  a w a i t e d  
u s [ ; ]  e x t r a  t r a i n s  h a d  b e e n  r u n  . .  a n d  t h e  c i t y  w a s  f u l l .  W e  
p a r a d e d  o n  t h e  c o m m o n  &  m a r c h e d  t h r o u g h  m a n y  
s t r e e t s  a m i d  b l e s s i n g s ,  s h o u t s  a n d  s o m e  t e a r s , - s t r a n g e r s  
c l a s p e d  o u r  h a n d s  a n d  b l e s s e d  u s .  
O n  J u n e  3 ,  a f t e r  s i x  d a y s  o f  b o r e d o m  p u n c t u a t e d  b y  b o u t s  o f  
s e a s i c k n e s s ,  t h e  5 4 t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r e a c h e d  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  S o u t h  
C a r o l i n a .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  m o r e  d a y s  o f  m o n o t o n y ,  c a m p e d  i n  a  
c o t t o n  f i e l d  w h e r e  i n s e c t s  a n d  r a t t l e s n a k e s  f o r m e d  t h e  e n e m y ,  t h e  
r e g i m e n t  e m b a r k e d  f o r  t h e  c o a s t  o f  G e o r g i a .  O n  S t .  S i m o n ' s  
I s l a n d  t h e y  r e n d e z v o u s e d  w i t h  C o l o n e l  J a m e s  M o n t g o m e r y ' s  
" c o n t r a b a n d "  r e g i m e n t ,  t h e  2 n d  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a n d  j o i n e d  
f o r c e s  i n  a  r a i d  o n  t h e  p o r t  c i t y  o f  D a r i e n .  M a r c h i n g  i n t o  t h e  t o w n  
v i r t u a l l y  u n o p p o s e d ,  C o l o n e l  S h a w  i s s u e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o r d e r s  
t o  C a p t a i n  A p p l e t o n :  
" C a p t .  A p p l e t o n ,  t a k e  t w e n t y  m e n  f r o m  t h e  r i g h t  o f  y o u r  
c o m p a n y ,  b r e a k  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e s  o n  t h i s  s t r e e t ,  t a k e  o u t  
a n y t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  b e  m a d e  u s e f u l  i n  c a m p . "  . .  . 1  c a m e  t o  
a n  e l e g a n t  h o u s e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  f i n e  g r o u n d s ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  
f i n e  t r e e s ,  a n d  f l o w e r s - n o t i c e a b l y  t h e  P o m e g r a n i t e  -
T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  p i g s  a n d  c h i c k e n s  i n  t h e  g r o u n d s - A n  
o l d  n e g r o  b o w i n g  l o w  s a i d  h e  w a s  " g l a d  M a r s a  h a d  
c o m e . "  G o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o u s e  . . .  C o l .  S h a w  a n d  I  m e t  
i n  o n e  r o o m ,  a n d  s a d l y  g a z e d  a t  t h e  p o r t r a i t s  e t c  d o o m e d  
t o  t h e  f l a m e s . . .  .  W h e n  I  r e a c h e d  t h e  s h o r e  I  f o u n d  t h e  
C o l o n e l  i n d i g n a n t  a t  o u r  h a v i n g  t o  b u r n  t h e  t o w n ,  
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  w a s  s i m p l y  u n d e r  o r d e r  
f r o m  M o n t g o m e r y .  H e  a f t e r w a r d s  a s c e r t a i n e d  w h e r e  
t h e  o r d e r  c a m e  f r o m  . . . . .  T h e  h e a t  i n  p a s s i n g  t h e  b u r n i n g  
t o w n  w a s  t r e m e n d o u s  a n d  i t  s t a r t e d  t h e  p i t c h  i n  t h e  
s e a m s  o f  o u r  o l d  v e s s e l .  T h e  s u s p i c i o u s  p l a c e s  w e r e  
s h e l l e d  o n  t h e  w a y  b a c k ,  a n d  t h e  r e s e r v e  c a m p  o f  t h e  
r e b e l s  r e p o r t e d  a s  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  s h e l l e d .  A s  f o r  m e  I  
d i d  n o t  s e e  a  r e b e l . .  . I  n e v e r  w a n t  t o  s e e  a  N o r t h e r n  t o w n  
s a c k e d  a n d  b u r n e d .  A l l  n i g h t  l o n g  t h e  f l a m e s  s h o n e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  s k y .  
T h e  5 4 t h  r e m a i n e d  i n  G e o r g i a  u n t i l  J u n e  2 5 ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  
o r d e r e d  b a c k  t o  H i l t o n  H e a d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o m i n g  a s s a u l t  o n  
C h a r l e s t o n .  
T h e  r e g i m e n t ' s  p u r p o s e ,  A p p l e t o n  n o t e d ,  m u c h  t o  h i s  i r r i t a -
t i o n ,  w a s  t o  " s t a y  h e r e  a n d  m a k e  r a i d s  t o  d i s t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
o u r  S o u t h e r n  f r i e n d s  w h i l e  t h e  a t t a c k  i s  m a d e  o n  C h a r l e s t o n " .  H e  
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m e n  o f  t h e  5 4 t h  w e r e  a n x i o u s  t o  p r o v e  t h e m s e l v e s  
i n  b a t t l e .  C o l o n e l  S h a w  a r d e n t l y  p r e s s e d  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  f o r  " b e t t e r  
s e r v i c e  t h a n  m e r e  g u e r i l l a  w a r f a r e . "  
O n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f J  u l y  1 1 ,  G e n e r a l  Q u i n c y  G i l l m o r e ,  s u c c e s -
s o r  t o  G e n e r a l  H u n t e r  a s  h e a d  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h ,  
b e g a n  t h e  F e d e r a l  a t t a c k  o n  C h a r l e s t o n .  T h e  i n i t i a l  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  
a s s a u l t  w a s  F o r t  W a g n e r ,  o n e  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  f o r t s  a n d  b a t t e r i e s  
t h a t  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  C h a r l e s t o n  H a r b o r .  A f t e r  a  h e a v y  
b o m b a r d m e n t ,  U n i o n  i n f a n t r y  c h a r g e d  t h e  f o r t  b u t  w e r e  r e p u l s e d  
w i t h  h e a v y  l o s s e s .  
A s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  d i v e r s i o n a r y  f o r c e s ,  t h e  5 4 t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
s p e n t  m o s t  o f  t h e  d a y  a b o a r d  s h i p  w a i t i n g  t o  d i s e m b a r k  u p o n  
n e a r b y  J a m e s  I s l a n d .  W h e n  n e w s  o f  t h e  f a i l e d  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  F o r t  
W a g n e r  r e a c h e d  t h e  r e g i m e n t  i t  w a s  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  d i r e c t  a t t a c k  
w o u l d  b e  a b a n d o n e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  s i e g e  o p e r a t i o n s .  B u t  n o  o r d e r  t o  
r e t r e a t  c a m e  a n d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  d a y s  t h e  5 4 t h  s a t  t i g h t  o n  J a m e s  
I s l a n d  i n  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  r e a d y  t o  f i g h t  a l o n g s i d e  w h i t e  r e g i m e n t s  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  
A t  d a w n  o n  t h e  1 6 t h  a  f o r c e  o f  n e a r l y  1 , 0 0 0  C o n f e d e r a t e s  
a t t a c k e d  t h e  U n i o n ' s  J a m e s  I s l a n d  p o s i t i o n .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 5 0  
s o l d i e r s  f r o m  t h e  5 4 t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c h e c k e d  t h e i r  a d v a n c e  l o n g  
e n o u g h  f o r  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  t o  r a l l y  a n d  b e g i n  a n  o r d e r l y  r e t r e a t .  
W h e n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s  m y s t e r i o u s l y  b r o k e  o f f  t h e i r  a t t a c k  t h e  
5 4 t h  r e t r e a t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  U n i o n  f o r c e s  a n d  m a d e  a  
d i f f i c u l t  s i n g l e  f i l e  n i g h t  m a r c h  a c r o s s  a  n a r r o w  b o a r d w a l k  
l e a d i n g  f r o m  J a m e s  I s l a n d  t o  C o l e  I s l a n d .  A r r i v i n g  a t  t h e i r  
d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  r e g i m e n t  c o l l a p s e d  o n  t h e  
b e a c h  a n d  s l e p t  t h e  d a y  a w a y  o b l i v i o u s  t o  s u n l i g h t ,  i n s e c t s  a n d  
h u n g e r .  ( A p p l e t o n  n o t e d  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C o l o n e l  M o n t g o m e r y ,  
a  g o o d  s o l d i e r  " s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  l i v e  t h r e e  d a y s  o n  t h e  s m e l l  o f  
a n  o i l e d  r a g ,  a n d  t o  r o o s t  o n  a  c l o t h e s  l i n e " . )  
A  b i r d s - e y e  v i e w  o f  C h a r l e s t o n  H a r b o r  f r o m  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
n e w s p a p e r .  F o r t  W a g n e r  ( # 1 3 )  i s  p i c t u r e d  a t  t h e  l o w e r  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  
p h o t o .  F o r t  S u m t e r  ( # 1 0 )  a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  C h a r l e s t o n  a r e  d e p i c t e d  a t  
m i d d l e  a n d  u p p e r  c e n t e r  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
- T h a t  n i g h t  t h e  5 4 t h  w a s  f e r r i e d  t o  F o l l y  I s l a n d ,  m a r c h e d  i t s  
l e n g t h ,  f e r r i e d  a c r o s s  a n o t h e r  i n l e t  t o  M o r r i s  I s l a n d  a n d  m a r c h e d  
w i t h i n  s i g h t  o f  F o r t  W a g n e r .  R e p o r t i n g  t o  G e n e r a l  G e o r g e  C .  
S t r o n g ,  w h o m  h e  h a d  r e p e a t e d l y  p r e s s e d  f o r  b a t t l e  a s s i g n m e n t ,  
S h a w  w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  a  s e c o n d  i n f a n t r y  a s s a u l t  u p o n  F o r t  
W a g n e r  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d .  H e  w a s  a s k e d  i f  t h e  5 4 t h  M a s s a c h u -
s e t t s  w o u l d  a c c e p t  t h e  h o n o r  o f  l e a d i n g  t h e  a t t a c k .  S h a w  r e -
s p o n d e d  a f f r r m a t i v e l y ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  l a t e r  l e d  h i s  r e g i m e n t  
i n t o  a  b a t t l e  t h a t  d e f i n i t i v e l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  a n d  c o u r -
a g e  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  s o l d i e r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  w a s  a  
c o s t l y  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  O f  t h e  6 0 0  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  5 4 t h  M a s s a -
c h u s e t t s  e n g a g e d ,  n e a r l y  h a l f  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  w o u n d e d  o r  c a p t u r e d .  
C o l o n e l  S h a w  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  d e a d .  
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Captain Appleton was one of the relatively few officers who 
survived the assault on Fort Wagner, though not without sustain-
ing wounds which were sufficient to remove him from service for 
more than three months. Subsequent entries in his journal reveal 
his mixed emotions at returning to Fort Wagner several months 
later after its capture and standing on the ground where he had 
seen so many of his comrades die. 
Appleton continued to serve with the 54th, rising to the rank 
of major, until he was disabled by acute sunstroke during a battle 
just a few miles from Fort Wagner in July 1864. Returning to 
Massachusetts he was discharged before he was fully recovered. 
He spent the final months of the war as a major in the First 
Battalion of Artillery in the Massachusetts Volunteers. 
For unclear reasons, Major Appleton and his family moved to 
the fledgling state of West Virginia at the war's end. Among his 
papers is an August 16, 1865 letter of recommendation for 
Appleton from the Adjutant General of Massachusetts to the 
Adjutant General of West Virginia. In the ensuing years Appleton 
engaged in the production of coal oil in Charleston, served as an 
agent for a Boston gun powder firm, and became a partner in a 
flour milling company. Remaining active in the military he 
received commissions as captain, major and colonel in the West 
Virginia Militia and National Guard as the years passed. Records 
show that he also served as a Kanawha County school commis-
sioner. 
In May 1882 the Appletons left Charleston in favor of Monroe 
County. Settling permanently in Salt Sulphur Springs, Colonel 
Appleton served as proprietor and secretary-treasurer of the Salt 
Sulphur Springs resort, pursued farming, and was appointed as 
the town's postmaster. 
On March 4, 1897, Gov. George W. Atkinson appointed John 
W.M. Appleton to the position of Adjutant General of West 
Virginia. Appleton's four years of service in this regard are 
detailed in the official reports of his administration. In one such 
report General Appleton stated his goal as commanding general: 
"Holding the opinion that a National Guard should 
always be considered from the standpoint of use by the 
Nation or State, it is and has been my endeavor to do 
everything possible to prepare and equip ours towards 
that end." 
Instituting a regimen of strict physical examinations for all 
volunteers, developing rigorous new standards for officers and 
fully equipping the battalions for the firsttime, in 1901 as his term 
came to an end, General Appleton was able to report that the 
"Guardsmen are ready to move". Considering Appleton's expe-
rience and character, there can be little doubt that he meant it. 
John W. M. Appleton, survivor of one of the most perilous 
episodes in military history, died in September 1913 after being 
gored by a bull on his Monroe County farm. 
"ASSAULT ON FORT WAGNER" 
An unabridged excerpt from the J oumal of John 
W.M. Appleton. 
James Is July 16,1863 
Writing with the Rebel shell tearing over us, and bursting just 
behind us, as we stand in line of battle. Capts Willard, Simpkins 
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and Cabot Russell, were driven in from Picket this morning with 
some loss. Cabot now stands near me and says ((remember me 
to the baby", as he sees me writing. - The first shell or two, my 
boys ducked their heads. They now stand grandly, talking 
quietly, (I do not duck myself) I am holding the paper on one 
hand as I write, and that makes the penmanship poor as you see. 
-We are standing in a marshy place with a lot of small pine trees 
and brush on our right, and the road lined with trees on our left. 
-As Willard's company is away I have the right of the line. 
I sketch the company as they stand. Willie has just come up, 
and/ have put a sergeant andafewmenoutonthe right to prevent 
surprise. And Willie and I have been taking turns, climbing the 
little trees near our right, to get a look forward, and see the 
enemy[.] This is the way the whole line looked from the tree, 
where I sketched it. -
Ova 
The Rebels have the range of the road on my left, beautifully, 
and shell and cannister make the air musical overhead.- Now we 
are ordered forward, and the Rebel fire decreases, and the 
gunboats are heard opening a splendid fire, though they did hit 
one of our own men. The Rebel shell killed some artillery horses 
and mortally wounded some men behind me, but not one of my 
men was scratched though Gover had his pantaloons cut by a 
fragment of shell. When the word forward came, we advanced in 
line, to the line of outposts, the enemy falling back rapidly before 
us. - so that we saw but few of them as we advanced. - As we 
marched up to the front, stretchers kept passing us, with our poor 
boys, killed and wounded, on them. - Then we came to the spot 
where the Rebel Artillery had been posted and there was the 
horse of the Captain of their battery, torn to pieces by one of our 
shells, which killed their Captain. 
The lines of march of their different columns could be plainly 
seen in the trampled grass and weeds, and,all along the route we 
found bread, haversacks etc. dropped by them. It seems by the 
newspapers which we found in a killed officers baggage, that they 
had made up their minds that they could only save Charleston by 
driving us off with the bayonet. - So they sallied out, Nine 
thousand strong. It is said, infantry, artillery and cavalry. Some 
regiments were said to be just from Richmond. - We took 
prisoners from four different Regiments, and found dead of 
another one. - We had but three companies of ours closely 
engaged, our loss is probably less than fifty.- We have in our 
hands twenty six, killed and wounded. And the nature of the 
" H e n r y  M u n r o e ,  D r u m m e r  C o .  
C ,  5 4 t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s "  
" M i l e s  M o o r e ,  D r u m m e r  C o .  H ,  
5 4 t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s "  
g r o u n d  p r e v e n t e d  o u r  f i n d i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  b o d i e s .  O n e  s e r g e a n t ,  
W i l s o n  o f  C o .  H f r o m  C h i c a g o ,  m a d e  a  s p l e n d i d f i g h t .  H e  h a d  
a l w a y s  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  n e v e r  s u r r e n d e r ,  k i l l e d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o f  t h e  
e n e m y  i n  h a n d  t o  h a n d  f i g h t ,  a n d  w a s  a f t e r  f i g h t i n g  t h e i r  c a v a l r y  
f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  w i t h  h i s  b a y o n e t .  - s h o t  i n  t h e  l e g  c u t  d o w n  w i t h  a  
s a b r e ,  a n d  h i s  b r a i n s  b l o w n  o u t . - W h e r e  h i s  b o d y  l a y  t h e  w e e d s  
a n d g r a s s w e r e t r a m p l e d d o w n f o r a s p a c e o f t w e n t y y a r d s s q u a r e .  
C a p t .  S i m p k i n s  a n d  T o m  A p p l e t o n  w e r e  w a y  u p  i n  f r o n t  a n d  
b e h a v e d  a d m i r a b l y .  - S i m p k i n s  w a s  h i t  i n  h i s  c l o t h e s ,  o n e  b a l l  
p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  h i s  t r o u s e r s  l e g  a n d  h i s  d r a w e r s ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  
t h r o u g h  h i s  r u b b e r  c o a t .  
A  C a v a l r y  o f f i c e r ,  m a d e  a t  C a b o t  a s  h e  w a s  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  
r e t r e a t  o f  o n e  o f  h i s  p l a t o o n s ,  a n d  m a d e  t w o  c u t s  a t  h i m .  O n e  o f  
C a b o t s  m e n  ( P r e s t o n M e l i a n i s )  c a u g h t  t h e  R e b e l  w i t h  h i s  b a y o n e t  
i n  t h e  n e c k  a n d  f i r i n g ,  b l e w  h i s  h e a d  t o  p i e c e s . - A  l i g h t  h a i r e d  
f a i r  c o m p l e x i o n e d  y o u n g  f e l l o w  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n  
C a d e t s ,  i t  w a s  s a i d ,  w a s  b r o u g h t  i n  w i t h  t h e i r  d e a d  h e  s e e m e d  n o t  
m o r e  t h a n  s e v e n t e e n .  I t  w a s  s a d  t o  s e e  h i m  w i t h  h i s  l i t t l e  b o y i s h  
f a c e .  - h e  w a s  s h o t  i n  t h e  b r e a s t  w i t h  a  m u s k e t .  T h e  R e b e l s  t o o k  
m o s t  o f  t h e i r  k i l l e d  a n d  w o u n d e d  o f f -
W h i l e  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e d  p o s i t i o n  w e  b u r i e d  t h o s e  w e  f o u n d .  T h e  
R e b e l s  w e r e  v e r y  b r i g h t  a n d  b o l d ,  t h e y  r a n  a  b a t t e r y  d o w n  w i t h i n  
o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  y a r d s  o f  t h e  P a w n e e ,  u n d e r  c o v e r  o f  t h e  
b r u s h  a n d  h i t  h e r  f i f t y  t w o  t i m e s ,  b e f o r e  s h e  c o u l d  r e p l y  t o  
a d v a n t a g e .  - H e r  C a p t a i n  h a d  l o o p e d  h i s  C h a i n  c a b l e s  a l o n g  h e r  
s i d e s  o v e r  h e r  e n g i n e s ,  a n d  t h a t  s a v e d  h i s  s h i p .  I  h a d  b e e n  
s l e e p i n g  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  i n  o u r  b i v o u a c ,  w h e n ,  j u s t  a s  I  w a s  
d r e a m i n g  o f  h o m e ,  a n d  j u s t  a s  d a y  b r o k e ,  c a m e  t h e  b a n g  o f  t h e  
f i e l d  p i e c e s  a n d  t h e  r a t t l e  o f  t h e  m u s k e t s ,  a n d  t h e  c r y  t o  " f a l l  i n " .  
- W e  w e r e  u p a n d i n l i n e  i n a  h u r r y . - T h e  I O t h C o n n [ C o n n e c t i c u t ]  
w a s  o n  p i c k e t  o n  o u r  l e f t ,  a n d  t h e y  s a y  t h a t  o u r  b o y s  s a v e d  t h e m  
b y  s t a n d i n g  s o  s t u b b o r n l y .  W h e n  w e  c a m e  t o  o u r  o l d  p i c k e t  p o s t s ,  
w e  f o u n d  t h e  m e n  d e a d  o r  w o u n d e d  l y i n g  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  p o s t e d .  
- W e  h a v e  b r o u g h t  i n  a n d  b u r i e d  e i g h t  b o d i e s  o f  o u r  m e n .  - O n e  
w a s  f o u n d  w a y  o u t i n  t h e  M a r s h  l a t e  i n  t h e  d a y ,  w i t h  h i s  e a r s  a n d  
e y e l i d s  a p p a r e n t l y  c u t  o f f  T h e  m e n  w e r e  i n d i g n a n t  w i t h  t h e  p o o r  
R e b e l s - f o r  a  w h i l e ,  u n t i l  w e  f o u n d  t h e  m u t i l a t o r s  t o  b e  t h e  l i t t l e  
f i d d l e r  c r a b s ,  w h o  h a d  e a t e n  o f f  t h e  m i s s i n g  m e m b e r s .  
I  w e n t  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  a n d  s a w  w h e r e  T o m  A p p l e t o n ,  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ,  h a d  r a l l i e d  t h e  r e s e r v e s  a n d  f i r e d ,  t h e  c a r t r i d g e  
p a p e r s  l a y  i n  g o o d  l i n e s  w h e r e  t h e  s t a n d s  h a d  b e e n  m a d e ,  
s h o w i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c o o l . - P i c k e t s  w e r e  r e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a n d  w e  
s p e n t  m o s t  o f  t h e  d a y  a t  t h e  o l d  h o u s e ,  w i t h  o u r  r e s e r v e s ,  t a l k i n g  
o v e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  d a y .  I t  w a s  p l e a s i n g  t o  u s  t o  s e e  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  b o y s  c o m i n g  o v e r  t o  t h a n k  o u r  m e n  f o r  t h e i r  g o o d  
f i g h t i n g . - W e  s u f f e r  f o r  g o o d  w a t e r ,  t h a t  w e  a r e  u s i n g  [ i s ]  t a k e n  
f r o m  h o r s e  p o n d s ,  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  g r e e n  s c u m ,  i s  a l m o s t  c o f f e e  
c o l o r e d  a n d  h a s  a  t a s t e  t h a t  c o f f e e  c a n n o t  d i s g u i s e .  
T h e  J o h n  A d a m s ,  a n  o l d  E a s t  B o s t o n  f e r r y  b o a t  w i t h  a  p a r r o t  
g u n  o n  h e r ,  w a s  c o m i n g  u p  f r o m  F o l l y  I  s l a n d w i t h  a  l o t  o f  I n v a l i d s ,  
o f f i c e r s  s e r v a n t s ,  e t c .  t h e y  m a n n e d  t h e  g u n  a n d  r u n n i n g  u p  o n  t h e  
l e f t  f l a n k  o f  t h e  e n e m y  d i d  g o o d  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e i r  s h e l l .  
A t  n i g h t ,  o r d e r s  c a m e  t o  w i t h d r a w  t h e  f o r c e s  u n d e r  G e n .  T e r r y  
f r o m  J a m e s  I  s t a n d .  A n d  a f t e r  d a r k  w e  c o m m e n c e d  o u r  m a r c h  t o  
C o l e  I s l a n d ,  b y  l a n d ,  o v e r  n a r r o w  d i k e s  a n d  b r i d g e s .  I t  s e e m e d  
a s  i f  t h e  b r i d g e s  w e r e  m i l e s  l o n g ,  t h e y  w e r e  m o s t l y  o f  t h r e e  p l a n k s  
b u t  s o m e t i m e s  o n e  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  a n o t h e r ,  w o u l d  b e  m i s s i n g .  
T h e  n i g h t  w a s  p i t c h  d a r k ,  a n d  r a i n y ,  b l i n d i n g  f l a s h e s  o f  l i g h t n i n g  
o n l y  m a d e  i t  w o r s e ,  a s  w e  t r a m p e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s l i p p e r y  m u d ,  a n d  
o v e r  t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  p l a n k s ,  I  c o u l d  o n l y  k e e p  w i t h  t h e  l e a d i n g  
c o m p a n y  b y  h o l d i n g  o n  t o  t h e  l a s t  s e r g e a n t  o f  i t ,  a n d  m y  o r d e r l y  
k e p t  o n e  h a n d  o n  m e .  T h e  m u t t e r e d  c u r s e s ,  g r o w l i n g  a n d  t h e  
s t u m b l i n g  o f  t h e  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  w e a r y  m e n ,  c a n n o t  b e  d e s c r i b e d .  
O n c e  i n  a  w h i l e  w e  h a l t e d  t o  l e t  t h e  r e a r  c o m p a n i e s  c l o s e  u p ,  a n d  
w h e n  w e  d i d  s o  e v e r y b o d y  d r o p p e d  d o w n  i n  t h e  m u d  a n d  w e n t  t o  
s l e e p .  
S o m e t i m e s  m y  u n e a s y  c a t - n a p s  w e r e  b r o k e n  b y  f i n d i n g  t w o  o r  
t h r e e  m e n  l y i n g  a c r o s s  m e .  W h e n  t h e  o r d e r  f o r w a r d  m a r c h  c a m e ,  
w e  s t a r t e d  a g a i n  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s o m e  l u c k l e s s  f e l l o w  w o u l d  s l i p  o f f  
a  b r i d g e  a n d  h a v e  t o  b e  h a u l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  b e l o w .  S o m e  m e n  
w e r e  s e v e r e l y  h u r t  b y  t h e s e  f a l l s .  M y  S e r g e a n t  S a u n d e r s  a m o n g  
t h e m .  I  l o s t  n o  m e n ,  b u t  o n e  m u s k e t  w a s  l e f t  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  c r e e k s .  
J u s t  a t  d a y l i g h t  w e  r e a c h e d  C o l e  I s l a n d  a n d  t h r e w  o u r s e l v e s  o n  
t h e  s a n d .  H e r e  w e  t r i e d  t o  c l e a n  o u r s e l v e s  u p ,  a n d  r e m a i n e d  a l l  
d a y , j u s t o p p o s i t e  F o l l y  I s l a n d . - W h e n  n i g h t  c a m e  w e  h a d  p i c k e t s  
o u t  o n  t h e  w a y  b y  w h i c h  w e  h a d  c o m e ,  a n d  w e  h a d  s e v e r a l  f a l s e  
a l a r m s  w h i c h  p u t  u s  i n  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e . - T h e  g r o u n d  h a d  b e e n  
o c c u p i e d  a s  a  c a m p  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  a n d  i n  m o v i n g  m y  C o m p a n y  
i n  t h e  d a r k ,  I  f e l l  i n t o  a  w e l l  j u s t  c a t c h i n g  b y  m y  a r m s . - M y  b o y s  
s o o n  p u l l e d  m e  o u t .  W e  g o t  a n  h o u r s  t r o u b l e d  r e s t ,  a n d  t h e n  i n  a  
t r e m e n d o u s  r a i n  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  s m a l l  b o a t s  t o  a  s t e a m e r ,  
w h i c h  t o o k  u s  o v e r  t o  F o l l y  I s l a n d .  W e  c o m m e n c e d  e m b a r k i n g  
a b o u t  t w e l v e  o c l o c k ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  g e t  a l l  o n  b o a r d  a n d  o v e r  t o  F o l l y  
u n t i l  d a y b r e a k .  T h e  b o a t s  c o u l d  t a k e  b u t  t h i r t y  m e n  a t  a  t i m e  t o  
t h e  " G e n .  H u n t e r " .  W e  d i s e m b a r k e d  o n  F o l l y  I s l a n d ,  a n d  
c o m m e n c e d  a  m a r c h  u p  i t .  W e  w e r e  o u t  o f  f o o d . - A s  w e  p a s s e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c a m p s ,  i t  w a s  p l e a s a n t  t o  s e e  t h e  w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  r u n  
o u t  t o  p r a i s e ,  a n d  c h e e r ,  o u r  b o y s . f o r  t h e i r  g o o d  s t a n d  o n  t h e  
1 6 t h .  A l l  d a y  a s  w e  m a r c h e d ,  w e  h e a r d  t h e  g u n s  g o i n g  o n  M o r r i s  
" A s s a u l t  o n  F o r t  W a g n e r ,  C h a r l e s t o n  H a r b o u r ,  o n  t h e  n i g h t  o f  J u l y  
1 8 - - T h e  r u s h  o f  t h e  g a r r i s o n  t o  t h e  p a r a p e t "  f r o m  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
n e w s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g  i n  t h e  A p p l e t o n  J o u r n a l .  
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Island and from the fleet. At one place I saw a box of hard bread 
that the waves had cast up. I broke it open and got what I could 
for my men. 
When we reached the upper end of the Island, we had a long 
wait on the sand, and were then marched on board the steamer 
"Harriet A. Weed" to be ferried across Light House inlet. We sat 
down on the deck and a kind hearted officer of the boat gave 
several of us a drink of ice water apiece, which was delightful. 
They told us that the colors had been shot down from Fort 
Wagner. - Major Ned quietly said to me, as he sat by me, "I 
wonder how many of us will be here tomorrow night." After a 
while we crossed, we could see Sumter, looming up across the 
Island, and in the fore ground the breastworks from which brave 
Gen. Strong and his men, had driven the Rebels a few days ago. 
We sat down on the sand to wait our orders, near me Surgeon 
Stone had some stretchers. As we sat there we talked of trifles, 
and every body seemed perfectly cool and calm. After a while, we 
were ordered forward and commenced our march up the sandy 
road, in the middle of the island[.] We passed the light house 
blown up by the Rebels, and earthworks taken from them, and 
after passing the sand hills came out on a more level expanse of 
sand, near the old Beacon house. Before us, we 
could still see Fort Sumter looming up, nearer, on 
the island were earthworks, and Ft Wagner. As 
soon as we were perceived by the Rebels they 
commenced firing solid shot at us, apparently 32 
pounders, they struck in front of us and rico-
cheted over us. We were marching by the flank 
right in front, that is in columns of four men 
abreast, CoB in front and my Company A behind 
them - we moved forward under this harmless 
fire, until we reached our batteries, which were 
playing on Wagner, and turning to the right 
passed round them on to the beach. Just as we did 
so a shell from the enemy exploded at one of the 
guns and over the smoke I saw a man's cap fly 
high in the air. After passing well in front of the 
slowly up and down in front of the lines. I believe he told Ned 
Hallowell, our Major, that he thought he would not come out of 
the fight, but would be contented if he could have lived a little 
longer with his wife. Whom he had married just before he left the 
State. No one from his appearance could have told that a single 
apprehension of danger to himself was in his thoughts. When he 
camedowntoourendoftheline,heoncestoodandlookedfixedly 
at me. I was the only officer standing up at the time. It seemed 
asifhewasabouttospeak,buthedidnot. Heworearoundjacket, 
with silver eagles pinned on his shoulders, a cap and his short 
stature and fair hair and face beardless except for a moustache 
made him look very boyish. 
Willie James, our Adjutant, came up to me and said "We have 
the most magnificent chance to prove the valor of the colored race 
now." And as he spoke accidentally discharged his revolver- the 
Colonel looked round at us and Willie said, "I would not have had 
that happen for anything." Soon the declining day brought the 
early darkness, and the word came to rise, and forward. We 
moved at quick time, with fixed bayonets. All this time the guns 
of the fleet and shore batteries had been thundering away. 
"Prove yourselves men," said the Colonel, as we started. Our 
lines were about sixteen hundred yards from the 
fort. As we advanced,fire was opened upon us, 
the strip of land over which we charged was 
varying in width. Now we had plenty of room, 
and now our lines were crowded together by the 
water on either side. Besides, thefireofWagner, 
Fort Johnson, and the batteries on James Island, 
Cummings Point, Sumter, Moultrie, and 
Sullivan's Island Batteries played on us. The 
order was to move at quick time to within one 
hundred yards of the Fort and then charge at the 
double. We came to a line of shattered pali-
sades, how we passed them we can hardly tell. 
Then we passed over some rifle pits, and I can 
dimly remember seeing some men in them, over 
whom we ran. 
batteries, we were formed in line by wing.- that "John Wilson, Sergeant Major, 
is, half the Regiment in the front line, and the 54th Massachusetts Volunteers." 
The fire became terrible[,] shell, canister, 
and musket balls tore through us. Jones' Co, in 
the second line, which was behind, closed up on 
us in their excitement, and Willie was busy beating them back. 
The terrible war deafened us, as we pressed on, at last, we 
reached the moat of the fort. - The sky had become black with 
clouds, and the thunder cracked and lightning flashed. - As we 
reached the ditch some one gave an order "by the right flank["], 
and Co. Bon my right, apparently filed off that way. My company 
preserved its alignment and the two cannonades in the bastions 
at that instant were fired, the one on the right, tearing the right of 
the company to pieces killing Sergeant Benton, and others, and 
almost at the same instant, a like disaster fell upon the left of the 
company from the bastion on our left. I could hear the rattle of 
the balls on the men & arms. I was in front of the company and 
leaped down into the water ,followed by all the men left standing. 
On my left the Colonel with the colors, and the men of the 
companies on the left, waded across abreast with me, we reached 
the base of the curtain and climbed up the parapet, our second 
battalion right with us. On the top of the work we met the Rebels, 
and by the flashes of their guns we looked down into the fort. 
Apparentlyaseaofbayonets, some eight or ten feet below us. The 
Colonel planted the colors on the travice [var. of traverse], next 
[to] the service magazine on the left of the curtain and the fighting 
was now about them. In my immediate front the enemy were very 
brave and met us eagerly. Bayonets musket butts- revolvers and 
swords and musket shots were all used, but our small number and 
our disadvantage in being up against the sky told heavily. The 
other half in line behind them. - Our arms were 
loaded, but by order no caps were put on the guns. We were then 
ordered to lie down. Before us, the Island narrowed to a strip of 
sand with the harbor of Charleston on our right and an inlet on 
our left.- The first line or wing was under immediate command 
of the Colonel, the second one under charge of Major Hallowell. 
The line officers were all in their places, in the rear of their 
companies, mostly lying down with their men. Some however 
moved about a little and talked in low tones with each other. 
We told each other where our letters were in our pockets, and 
asked that they be sent home in case we did not come out of the 
fight.- Gen Strong came in front of the Regiment, and addressed 
the men- telling them that he was a Massachusetts man, and that 
he knew they would uphold the honor of the old State. He was a 
noble figure, and his words were applauded by the men,/ think we 
all loved him at first sight. -As the cannon shot flew over us he 
said "boys don't mind them, they have been firing at me all day 
and could not hit me." He asked who was the color sergeant, and 
then asked who would pick up the flag, and carry it on in case he 
should be hit or fail. Several voices answered "I." Colonel Shaw 
who stood near him took his cigar from his lips and said quietly 
"I will". Gen Strong said he was sorry that we must go in to the 
fight tired, and hungry, as we were,- but the enemy were tired and 
hungry, too, as they had been under heavy fire all day. "Dont fire 
a musket on the way up, but go in and bayonet them at their guns." 
Our little Colonel to outward appearance as calm as ever, walked 
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m e n  r a p i d l y  t h i n n i n g  o u t  a r o u n d  m e .  I  r e c e i v e d  a  s w o r d  t h r u s t  
t h r o u g h  m y  b l o u s e  b u t  i t  f o r t u n a t e l y  p a s s e d  b e t w e e n  m y  l e g s .  
A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  I  s a w  o u r  c o l o r s  f a l l ,  r i s e  a g a i n  a n d  g o  b a c k  
t h r o u g h  t h e  w a t e r  o f  t h e  d i t c h ,  b o r n e  b y  s o m e  o n e .  F i n d i n g  i t  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  h o l d  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  p a r a p e t ,  w e  w e r e  s o  n e a r  t h e  
e n e m y  a s  t o  b e  a b l e  a l m o s t  t o  t o u c h  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  
u s e  c a n n o n  r a m m e r s  a n d  h a n d s p i k e s  i n  t h e  m e l e e .  - W e  w i t h d r e w  
o u r  d i m i n i s h e d  n u m b e r s  t o  t h e  o u t e r  s l o p e  o f  t h e  p a r a p e t , - h o p i n g  
t o  h o l d  i t  u n t i l  o u r  s e c o n d  b r i g a d e  c a m e  u p ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  
f i g h t  a s  b e s t  w e  c o u l d .  I n  t h e  l e f t  b a s t i o n  t h e  e n e m y  r a l l i e d  a n d  
o p e n e d  i n  e n f i l a d i n g  f i r e  w i t h  m u s k e t s  u p o n  u s .  N o t  o n e  m a n  
s t o o d  o n  t h e  p a r a p e t  w h e n  / l e f t  i t .  A l l  d o w n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  s l o p e ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  o n  t h e  t o p , l a y  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  o u r  m e n .  A n d  b e h i n d  u s  i n  
t h e  w a t e r  o f  t h e  m o a t ,  t h e  p o o r  f e l l o w s  b o d i e s  l a y  l i k e  s t e p p i n g  
s t o n e s .  I f  w e  c a n n o t  t a k e  t h e  F o r t  u n a i d e d ,  o u r  d u t y  i s  t o  h o l d  
w h a t  l i t t l e  w e  h a v e  g a i n e d  u n t i l  t h e  a t t a c k  o f  t h e  B r i g a d e  b e h i n d  
u s ,  a n d  t o  k e e p  i f  p o s s i b l e  t h e  e n e m y  f r o m  f i r i n g  t h e i r  c a n n o n s  
u p o n  o u r  a d v a n c i n g  t r o o p s .  T o  t h a t  t a s k  w e  b e n t  o u r  e n e r g i e s .  
C a p t s .  P o p e  a n d  J o n e s ,  a n d  L i e u t .  E m e r s o n ,  w h o  h a d  j u s t  b e e n  
a s s i g n e d  t o  m y  c o m p a n y ,  a n d  m y s e l f ,  w i t h  a  c r o w d  o f  o u r  m e n  o f  
a l l  c o m p a n i e s  p e r h a p s  f i f t y  i n  n u m b e r  n o w  c o m m e n c e d  f i r i n g  a t  
e v e r y  r e b e l  w h o  s h o w e d  h i m s e l f - W e  p i c k e d  u p  t h e  m u s k e t s  o f  t h e  
f a l l e n  b u t  f o u n d  m a n y  i n e f f e c t i v e  f r o m  b e i n g f i l l e d  w i t h  s a n d .  T h e  
c o o l n e s s  a n d  b r a v e r y  o f  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  m e n  w a s  v e r y  m a r k e d .  
T h e  e n e m y  w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r o u b l e s o m e  f r o m  t h e i r  b a s t i o n  
o n  o u r  l e f t .  O n e  m a n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h  a  b r o a d  b r i m m e d  h a t  h i t  
s o m e  o n e  o f  o u r  m e n  e v e r y  t i m e  h e  f i r e d .  I  o r d e r e d  a  S e r g t  t o  p i c k  
h i m  o f f ,  b u t  h e  c o u l d  n o t ,  s o  C a p t .  P o p e  a n d  I  f i r e d  a t  h i m  a t  t h e  
s a m e  t i m e  w h e n  h e  n e x t  s h o w e d  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  h e  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  
w e  s a w  n o  m o r e  o f  h i m .  A  w o u n d e d  s o l d i e r  o f  m y  c o m p a n y  l a y  
w i t h  h i s  b a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r t ,  h i s  b r o k e n  a r m  a c r o s s  h i s  b o d y ,  h e  
w a s  t a k i n g  c a r t r i d g e s  f r o m  h i s  b o x  t e a r i n g  t h e m  o u t  l a y i n g  t h e m  
o n  h i s  w o u n d e d  a r m  f o r  L i e u t .  E m e r s o n ,  w h o  w a s  d o i n g  g o o d  
w o r k  w i t h  a  m u s k e t .  E m e r s o n  b u t  1 7  y r s  o l d  a n d  a s  b r a v e  a s  a  
l i t t l e  l i o n .  M o s t  o f  o u r  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  v e r y  y o u n g .  P o p e  b u t  1 9 -
P o o r  C a p t a i n  R u s s e l l  b u t  1 8 ,  e t c .  O n e  o f  m y  m e n  c h a f i n g  a t  
f i g h t i n g  s o  o n  t h e  d e f e n s i v e ,  d e s p i t e  m y  o r d e r  t o  k e e p  s t i l l ,  w h e r e  
h e  w a s ,  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  g o  u p  a n d  k i l l  a n o t h e r  o n e  a n d  c l i m b e d  u p  
t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p a r a p e t  a g a i n ,  h e  f i r e d  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  r o l l e d  
d o w n  r i g h t  o v e r  m e ,  a  c o r p s e .  
L e a v i n g  P o p e ,  J o n e s ,  a n d  E m e r s o n ,  w h o  a r e  d o i n g  m a n f u l  
s e r v i c e , /  c r a w l  h a l f w a y  i n t o  a n  e m b r a s u r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  g u n ,  
m a r k e d  S i n  t h e  p l a n ,  a n d  w i t h  m y  h e a v y  r e v o l v e r  k e e p  t h e  m e n  
A p p l e t o n ' s  j o u r n a l  c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  d e t a i l e d  s k e t c h e s  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
a n d  e x t e r i o r  o f F  o r t  W a g n e r  w h i c h  i l l u s t r a t e  d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  n a r r a t i v e .  
T h i s  s k e t c h  s h o w s  A p p l e t o n ' s  r o u t e  o f  e n t r y  t o  a n d  e x i t  f r o m  t h e  f o r t  
a n d  m a r k s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  C o l o n e l  S h a w  w a s  k i l l e d .  
f r o m  f i r i n g  i t .  A s  t h e y  g e t  u p  t o  p r i m e  i t  t h e y  a r e  w i t h i n  a  f e w  f e e t  
a n d  a l l  i n  s i g h t  w h e n  I  f i r e ,  t h e y  d i s a p p e a r .  A f t e r  b e i n g  t h e r e  f o r  
s o m e t i m e  d e s p i t e  t h e i r e f f o r t s  t o  d i s l o d g e  m e  w i t h  b a y o n e t ,  s h o t ,  
a n d  c l u b b e d  m u s k e t s ,  I  f e e l  s o m e b o d y  t u g g i n g  a t  m y  l e g s .  S o  I  
c r a w l  b a c k  a n d  f i n d  G e o .  W i l s o n  o f  m y  c o m p a n y ,  w h o  t h o u g h  s h o t  
t h r o u g h  b o t h  s h o u l d e r s  w i l l  n o t  g o  [ t o ]  t h e  r e a r  w i t h o u t  l e a v e .  I  
t e l l  h i m  w h a t  I  t h i n k  i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  g e t  o u t ,  a n d  t h e n  f i n d  t h a t  
P o p e  h a s  f a l l e n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  d e a d ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  b u t  t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  
o f  t h e  5 4 t h  s t a n d i n g  a n d  n o  m e n .  W h i l e  w e  h e s i t a t e  w e  h e a r  
f i g h t i n g  g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  b a s t i o n  o n  o u r  r i g h t ,  a n d  s k i r t i n g  t h e  w a l l  
w e  c l i m b  u p  i n t o  i t ,  a n d  f i n d  a  f e w  o f  t h e  4 8 t h N  Y o r k  a n d  s o m e  
o t h e r  R e g i m e n t s  f i g h t i n g  o v e r  a  t r a v e r s e ,  w e  j o i n  t h e m  a n d  t a k e  
p a r t .  J u s t  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  o u r  o l d  p o s i t i o n  I  f o u n d  m y  R e v o l v e r  
c y l i n d e r  w o u l d  n o t  t u r n ,  a s  i t  w a s  f u l l  o f  s a n d .  - I  t o o k  i t  a p a r t  
c l e a n e d  i t  o n  m y  b l o u s e  s k i r t  a n d  r e l o a d e d .  
A n o t h e r  v i e w  o f  F o r t  W a g n e r  
W h e r e  w e  n o w  w e r e  w e  h a d  a  s t u b b o r n  l o t  o f  m e n  t o  c o n t e n d  
a g a i n s t  a n d  o t h e r s  w e  r e f i r i n g  o n  u s  f r o m  t h e  b o m b  p r o o f , - W h e n  
t h e  e n e m y  l a i d  t h e i r  m u s k e t s  o n  t h e  t r a v e r s e  t o  f i r e  a t  u s ,  t h e  
m u z z l e s  p r o j e c t  o n  o u r  s i d e ,  a n d  w e  s h o o t  t h e m  h a r d l y  a n  a r m s  
l e n g t h  a w a y .  I  s h o o t  o n e  w h o  c a t c h e s  t h e  s a n d  b a g s  a s  h e  f a l l s ,  
t h i n k i n g  h e  i s  a b o u t  t o  r e c o v e r ,  I  c o c k  t h e  p i s t o l ,  a n d  p r e s e n t  i t  
a g a i n .  A  g r e n a d e  b u r s t s  a n d  n e a r l y  c u t s  m y  t h u m b  o f f ,  a n d  t h e  
p i s t o l  t w i r l s  r o u n d  o n  m y  f o r e  f i n g e r .  - J u s t  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  C a p t  
J o n e s  f a l l s  h e a v i l y  a g a i n s t  m e  a n d  b e f o r e  h e  c a n  a n s w e r  m y  
q u e s t i o n  o f  " N e d  a r e  y o u  h u r t . "  a  p i e c e  o f  s h e l l  s t r i k e s  m e  i n  t h e  
r i g h t  b a c k  a  c r u s h i n g  b l o w ,  a n d  l a y s  m e  b e s i d e  h i m .  - F o r  a  
m o m e n t  t h e  w h o l e  d a r k  s c e n e  d i s a p p e a r s ,  a n d /  s e e  m y  w i f e ' s  f a c e  
a p p a r e n t l y  c l o s e  t o  m e , - s o o n  I  g e t  m y  s c a t t e r e d  s e n s e s  t o g e t h e r ,  
a n d  f i n d  t h a t  m y  r u b b e r  c o a t  w h i c h  I  h a d  w o r n  i n  a  r o l l  a c r o s s  m y  
r i g h t  s h o u l d e r  h a s  b e e n  c u t  n e a r l y  i n  t w o ,  t h a t  I  h a v e  a  h o l e  i n  m y  
b l o u s e  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  b l o o d  f l o w s ,  a n d  I  c a u t i o u s l y  p r o b e  t h e  
w o u n d  i n  m y  b r e a s t  w i t h  m y  f i n g e r ,  t h i n k i n g  t h e  m i s s l e  h a d  g o n e  
i n t o  m y  c h e s t .  - I  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  b o n e s  g r a t e  a n d  g i v e  w a y  u n d e r  t h e  
p r e s s u r e ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  f r e e  h o l e  i n  t h e  c h e s t ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  
o n l y  s o m e  b r o k e n  r i b s .  M y  b r e a t h  c a m e  w i t h  g r e a t  p a i n  b u t  I  t r i e d  
t o  s h o o t  w i t h  m y  l e f t  h a n d ,  b u t  t h e  p a i n  w a s  t o o  g r e a t  a n d  s o  / l a i d  
d o w n  a g a i n .  
C a p t .  J o n e s  l a i d  s i l e n t  w i t h  h i s  f e e t  t o w a r d s  o u r  l i n e s .  - A  
s o l d i e r  o f  t h e  4 8 t h  N e w  Y o r k  w o u n d e d , l a i d  a c r o s s  t h e  e m b r a s u r e  
a n d  f l a y  w i t h  m y  h e a d  o n  h i s  l e g .  - S o o n  b u l l e t s  b e g a n  t o  c o m e  
f r o m  o u r  l i n e s ,  a n d  f a l l  t h i c k l y  a m o n g  u s .  I  a s k e d  E m e r s o n ,  w h o  
w a s  s t i l l  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  a  m u s k e t ,  t o  g e t  a  s a n d  b a g  o f f  t h e  p a r a p e t  
t o  s h e l t e r  J o n e s .  - H e  t r i e d  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  a n d  r e p o r t e d  " H o r n e t s  
t o o  t h i c k  t o  d o  i t ,  C a p t a i n " .  T h e  s o l d i e r ,  w h o s e  l e g  m y  h e a d  r e s t e d  
o n ,  h a d  b e e n  g r o a n i n g  a  g o o d  d e a l .  N o w  a  b u l l e t  s t r i k e s  h i m ,  h e  
d r a w s  u p  h i s  l i m b s  a n d  i s  s i l e n t  f o r e v e r .  
T h i s  f i r i n g  o n  u s  f r o m  t h e  r e a r  m u s t  b e  s t o p p e d  a n d  I  o r d e r  
L i e u t .  E m e r s o n  t o  g o  t o  t h e  r e a r  a n d  r e p o r t  o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  a s k  
f o r  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s .  T h e  b r a v e  f e l l o w  s a y s ,  " I  w i l l  g o  i f  o r d e r e d ,  
b u t  I  a m  t h e  o n l y  o n e  u n w o u n d e d ,  a n d  i f  I  a m  k i l l e d  a n d  y o u  g e t  
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The flag of the 54th Massachusetts after the 
attack on Fort Wagner. 
out tell them I went 
by orders and not 
because I was 
afraid." 
Thinking that he 
was doing good ser-
vice, I concluded to 
try and go myself, 
so I tied my sword 
in the sheath, and 
buttoned my re-
volver in its place 
and crept to the 
opening in [the] 
parapet. The face 
of the work was 
swept by a hail of 
bullets, as I slid 
down to the water 
spent ones struck me like stones. Soon/felt the dead under my feet 
in the edge of the water and/ stumbled, along towards the harbor, 
beach, and after several efforts managed to get up out of the ditch, 
and out upon the beach. 
From the Rebel Forts shells came screaming down the beach. 
-Wounded men crawl, or hobble back towards our lines.- And 
many dead lie along the sand. - After going some distance down 
the beach/ turn to the right thinking that our troops that had been 
firing on so must be near. I am in great pain but the firing on us 
must be stopped, and I go across the Island in front of the Fort. 
There is a steady fire of musketry from the Fort and shells of all 
sizes are bursting all around. I go to ihe edge of the Marsh but 
find no troops, except here and there a straggler behind a sand 
heap. Then going back to the beach and lower down,/ try it again. 
Still !find no troops. Coming back to the beach, I meet a mounted 
officer, with his staff. To him I tell my story. That "we hold one 
bastion of the Fort and if reinforced can probably take it" and that 
I will go back with the fresh troops. -I am holding by his horses 
mane while I talk to him. He asks me if I am wounded, and then, 
orders me to report to a Surgeon and points me to a dim light down 
the beach, and says he will go up to the fort and see to it. So I start 
down the beach again. Soon I come to Tom Appleton, and two 
more of our officers with our colors and perhaps sixty of our men. 
-I speak to them, and then go to the surgeon[.] He examines me 
and orders me down to a hospital below. Just after I leave him 
some one fires a musket at me from the sand hillocks, on my right. 
I go towards him but cannot find him. Then I find some wounded 
men halted on the beach, and see flashes of guns and hear bullets 
whistle by. An officer with a broken arm, and faint with loss of 
blood, tells me that he has tried to pass the line but they fire at him. 
Some bodies lie before us of men that they have shot. We try to 
pass together and fortunately meet an officer. Asking what their 
firing on us means, they say they are to stop stragglers. I tell him 
that certainly does not mean wounded men ordered to Hospital. 
-He then passes us, and we soon reach some hospital tents. I am 
made to lie down, and given a cup of coffee. Where I laid down 
on the sand a body had just been removed. Soon a new lot of 
wounded are brought in and some of us who can walk, are picked 
up, and started down the beach to a hospital boat, as I reach the 
beach an artillery driver, with two horses meets me and offers to 
take me along with him on one of his pair of horses. He helps me 
on but the motion of the horse hurts my broken ribs, so that I beg 
to get down and he transfers me to a passing ambulance, which 
takes me to the steamboat, helped up the gang plank, the passen-
gers in the ambulance find themselves on a crowded boat. I am 
taken into the cabin and shown a place on the floor where I can 
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lie down next to Adjutant James, and near Capt Willard. The 
seats around the sides of the cabin, and the carpeted floor are 
coveredwithwoundedofficers.- Our Major Hallowell, lies on the 
floor near the stairs that lead below. Outside the cabin, the decks 
are covered with soldiers with every variety of wounds. I do not 
think we talked much. The surgeons moved round among us 
dressing wounds and I think gave us all opiates. At any rate I went 
off into a dead sleep and when I woke it was morning and we were 
out to sea. 
THE FALL OF FORT SUMTER 
Three Views from the Appleton Journal 
The attack upon Fort Wagner was just a preliminary step towards 
the capture of Charleston Harbor. Fort Sumter, situated upon an 
island within the harbor itself, would prove to be an even more 
formidable obstacle. Federal forces tried in vain- by siege, 
bombardment and direct attack- to take the fort for nearly two 
years before it was evacuated when Confederate forces withdrew 
from Charleston in February 1865. Reproduced above are three 
views of the fort including: 1. a sketch of the fort as it appeared to 
Appleton in November 1863; 2. a photo taken approximately six 
months later; and 3 . a photo of the fort's interior after its evacuation. 
O T H E R  N E W  C I V I L  W A R  C O L L E C T I O N S  
T h e  j o u r n a l  o f  J  . W . M .  A p p l e t o n  i s  j u s t  o n e  o f  m a n y  o u t s t a n d -
i n g  C i v i l  W a r  i t e m s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  R e g i o n a l  
H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n  i n  r e c e n t  m o n t h s .  O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  a c c e s s i o n s  
i n c l u d e  t h r e e  s e t s  o f  s o l d i e r s '  l e t t e r s :  t h e  A t e n ,  H e a d l e y ,  a n d  
W i l l i a m  K .  S m i t h  c o l l e c t i o n s ;  t h e  P i t t e n g e r  F a m i l y  l e t t e r s  w h i c h  
g i v e  a  l a r g e l y  c i v i l i a n  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t h e  w a r ;  a  U n i o n  o f f i c e r ' s  
j o u r n a l  a n d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  o f  a  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  c h a p t e r  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  D a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y .  E x a m i n e d  c o l l e c -
t i v e l y ,  t h e s e  a c q u i s i t i o n s  p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  a l l  f a c e t s  o f  t h e  
C i v i l  W a r  e r a - m i l i t a r y ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l - a n d  h e l p  p l a c e  
r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  
T h e  A t e n  F a m i l y  C i v i l  W a r  P a p e r s  f o c u s  u p o n  a n  I l l i n o i s  
f a m i l y  w i t h  w e s t e r n  V i r g i n i a  r o o t s .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  f a m i l y ,  l i k e  
m a n y  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  m o v e d  
w e s t w a r d ,  t h e  t i e s  w h i c h  t h e  f a m i l y  m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  i t s  h o m e  
s t a t e  a r e  q u i t e  a p p a r e n t .  J a m e s  A t e n  b e c a m e  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  
a b o u t  t h e  s e c e s s i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a  f r o m  t h e  U n i o n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  
1 8 6 1 .  W h i l e  v i s i t i n g  h i s  n a t i v e  s t a t e ,  A t e n  j o i n e d  t h e  U n i o n  
A r m y ,  a n d  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  t r a i n i n g  c a m p  h e  w r o t e ,  " I t ' s  a n  
a w f u l  p r e d i c a m e n t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  a n d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  h a v e  g o t  u s  
i n t o [ , ]  b u t  G o v e r n o r  L e t c h e r  &  t h e  [ s e c e s s i o n ]  c o n v e n t i o n  h a s  
s o l d  V i r g i n i a  t o  J e f f  D a v i s  &  c o . "  
A t e n  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  a r m y  l i f e  a n d  t h e  U n i o n  l e a d e r s h i p .  
H o w e v e r ,  h e  r e e n l i s t e d  a n d  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  c a p t u r e d  b y  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e s .  D u r i n g  h i s  s t a y  a t  t h e  p a r o l e e  c a m p  a t  A n n a p o l i s ,  
h e  w r o t e  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  " W e  w a s  t r e a t e d  t o l e r a b l y  b y  t h e  r e b s  b u t  
d i d  n o t  g e t  v e r y  m u c h  t o  e a t  a n d  I  h a v e  n o  d e s i r e  t o  t a k e  a n o t h e r  
t r i p  t o  R i c h m o n d . "  
J a m e s '  n e p h e w s ,  J o h n  a n d  H e n r y ,  a l s o  w r o t e  l e t t e r s  t h a t  a r e  
p a r t  o f  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n .  T h e s e  m e n  j o i n e d  t h e  8 5 t h  I l l i n o i s  I n f a n t r y  
a n d  s a w  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  w a r ' s  w e s t e r n  t h e a t e r .  T h e  l e t t e r s  n o t e  t h e  
b a t t l e s  a t  M u r f r e e s b o r o  a n d  C h i c k a m a u g a ,  a n d  t h e  m a r c h  
t h r o u g h  G e o r g i a .  T h e  b r o t h e r s  r e l a t e d  s t o r i e s  o f  s h o r t  s u p p l i e s ,  
f o r a g i n g  f o r  f o o d  a n d  c l o t h e s ,  a n d  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  C o n f e d e r a t e  
d e s e r t e r s  b e h i n d  U n i o n  l i n e s .  H e n r y  t o l d  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  
d i v e r s i o n s  f r o m  t h e  p e r i l  a n d  h a r d s h i p  o f  a r m y  l i f e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  
h e  w r o t e ,  " o u r  r e g t .  &  t h e  5 2 d  O h i o  h a d  a  g r a n d  s n o w  b a l l  f i g h t  
i n  w h i c h  o u r  r e g t .  b e a t  t h e m  b a d [ , ]  c h a r g i n g  t h e m  i n  t o  t h e i r  
o w n  q u a r t e r s .  S n o w  b a l l i n g  i s  a  f i n e  s p o r t  w h e n  a b o u t  o n e  
t h o u s a n d  b l u e  c o a t s  g e t  a t  i n  g o o d  e a r n e s t . "  
T h e  P i t t e n g e r  F a m i l y  w a s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  A t e n s ,  a n d  t h e i r  
p a p e r s  o f f e r  a  f e w  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  U n i o n  s o l d i e r s  b u t  
m o s t l y  g i v e  a  c i v i l i a n  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  a n d  r e l a t e d  
p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  i n  V i r g i n i a .  A b r a h a m  P i t t e n g e r ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  
V I S I T I N G  C O M M I T T E E  
W E S T  V I R G I N I A  U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R I E S  
J o h n  S t e a l e y  I I I  - C h a i r m a n ,  S h e p h e r d s t o w n  
W i l l i a m  A d l e r ,  W e s t o n  R o n a l d  L e w i s ,  M o r g a n t o w n  
R u e l  E .  F o s t e r ,  M o r g a n t o w n  M a r g a r e t  L i t t l e ,  M o r g a n t o w n  
D a n i e l  G o o d i n g ,  M o r g a n t o w n  S u s a n  M a x w e l l ,  C l a r k s b u r g  
M i c h a e l  G r e e r ,  B r i d g e p o r t  B r o o k s  M c C a b e ,  C h a r l e s t o n  
B e t h  H a g e r ,  M o r g a n t o w n  M e r l e  M o o r e ,  W e b s t e r  S p r i n g s  
J o s e p h  C .  J e f f e r d s ,  C h a r l e s t o n  F r e d  N e w b r a u g h ,  B e r k e l e y  S p r i n g s  
V a u g h n  K i g e r ,  M o r g a n t o w n  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  w a s  a n  a n c h o r  
t o  h i s  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  a n d  
w r o t e  t o  i t s  m e m b e r s  f r o m  
h i s  H a n c o c k  C o u n t y  h o m e .  
A  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  p e a c e  a n d  
t o w n s h i p  o f f i c i a l ,  P i t t e n g e r  
w a s  a  s t a u n c h  R e p u b l i c a n  a n d  
f r e q u e n t l y  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  p o -
l i t i c a l  v i e w s .  U p o n  t h e  b i r t h  
o f  a  f r i e n d ' s  s o n  i n  N o v e m -
b e r  1 8 6 0 ,  h e  a d v i s e d ,  " I  t h i n k  
y o u  h a d  b e t t e r  c a l l  h i m  
A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n . "  
D u r i n g  t h e  S e c e s s i o n  C r i -
s i s  i n  A p r i l  1 8 6 1 ,  P i t t e n g e r  
w r o t e ,  " Y o u  a r e  a w a r e  n o  
d o u b t  t h a t  o u r  S t a t e  C o n v e n -
t i o n h a s d e c l a r e d u s a s n o m o r e  T ~ e  S t ~ ~ e  o f W e s t  V i r g i n i a  ~ a r d e d  
.  t h t s  C t v t l  W a r  m e d a l  t o  C h n s t e n a  
o n e  o f  t h e  U m t e d  S t a t e s  o f  S m i t h  o f T y l e r  C o u n t y  i n  h o n o r  o f  
A m e r i c a [ . ]  W e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  W i l l i a m  K .  S m i t h ,  w h o  
N o r t h  W e s t e r n  V a .  w i l l  h o l d  a  d i e d  w h i l e  i n  U n i o n  s e r v i c e .  I n  1 8 6 8 ,  
c o n v e n t i o n  i n  W h e e l i n g  t h e  t h e  S t a ~ e  a u t h o r i z e d  2 6 , 0 0 0 .  m e d a l s  
f o r  U n w n  v e t e r a n s  a n d  t h e t r  
1 3 t h  o f  M a y  a n d  d e c l a r e  o u r  s u r v i v o r s .  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  o u r  m a s -
t e r s  i n  t h e  E a s t .  T h e n  w h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  b e  G o d  o n l y  k n o w s . "  
T h r e e  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a r e  f r o m  W i l l i a m  P i t t e n g e r ,  a  
l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  U n i o n  A r m y .  P i t t e n g e r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  r a i d  
a g a i n s t  C o n f e d e r a t e  r a i l  l i n e s  n e a r  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  a n d  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  h e  
w r o t e  a  b o o k  a b o u t  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  e n t i t l e d  D a r i n g  a n d  S u f f e r -
i n g :  A  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  G r e a t  R a i l r o a d  A d v e n t u r e .  
T h e  R i e l ,  V a n  L e e r ,  a n d  E l l i o t  f a m i l i e s  o f  W o o d  C o u n t y  a r e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  P a u l i n e  M .  H e a d l e y  C o l l e c t i o n .  D a v i d  R i e l ,  
J o h n  G .  R i e l ,  a n d  N e w t o n  V a n  L e e r  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  
W e s t  V i r g i n i a  I n f a n t r y .  T h e i r  l e t t e r s  t e l l  o f  t h e  h a z a r d s  a n d  
d e p r i v a t i o n s  o f  c a m p  l i f e  a n d  c o n c e r n s  f o r  t h o s e  a t  h o m e .  I n  o n e  
v i v i d  l e t t e r ,  D a v i d  R i e l  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  c a m p  b o r e d o m :  
" T h e y  w a s  a  m a n  g o t  d r u n k  a n d  l a i d  o n  t h e  r a i l r o d e  t r a c k  a n d  t h e  
c a r s  c u t  o f f  b o t h  o f  h i s  ! a g e s  [ l e g s ]  . . .  a n d  h e  d i d e  [ d i e d ]  i n  t w o  
[ h  ] o u r s  a f t e r  w a r d s  a n d  t h e y  w a s  a n o t h e r  m a n  s h o t  h i s  f i n g e r  o f f  . . .  
a n o t h e r  m a n  g o t  d r u n k  . . .  a n d  w e n t  t o  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  f e l l  i n  i t . "  
T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a l s o  g i v e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  s o l d i e r s '  p a r t i c i -
p a t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c s .  I n  M a r c h  1 8 6 3 ,  D a v i d  R i e l  w r o t e ,  " W e  h a d  a  
e l e c t i o n  h e r e  f o r  t h e  n e w  s t a t e  . . .  t h e y  w a s  a b o u t  f o [ u ] r  h u n d e r  
v o t e d  a g a i n c e  i t  a n d  t h e y  w a s  n o n e  i n  o u r  c o m  p t .  [ c o m p a n y ]  b u t  
w h a t  v o t e d  f o r  i t  a n d  I  h o p e  t h e y  w i l l  a l l  v o t e  f o r  i t . "  
T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  p r o v i d e  i n t e r e s t i n g  v i e w s  o n  t h e  e n d  o f  
t h e  w a r .  N e w t o n  V a n  L e e r  c o m m e n t e d  i n  M a r c h  1 8 6 5 ,  " t h e y  i s  
t a l k  n o w  t h a t  G e n e r a l  S h e r i d a n  h a s  g o t  L i n c h  B u r g  [ L y n c h b u r g ] [ . ]  
I f  t h a t  i s  t r u e  t h e  R e b s  h a s  a l l  o f  t h e i r  c r a c k e r s  c u t  o f f .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  a b o u t  p l a i d  [ p l a y e d ]  o u t . . .  .  T h e y  i s  s o m e  d e s e r t e r s  
c o m e s  i n  e v e r y d a y .  A l l  t h a t  c o m e s  o v e r  n o w  h a s  t h e i r  g u n s  a n d  
w e  g e t  t h e m  a n d  p a y  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  g u n s .  I  t h i n k  t h i s  w a r  w i l l  b e  
o v e r  t h i s  s p r i n g . "  
A n o t h e r  O h i o  V a l l e y  s o l d i e r  w a s  W i l l i a m  K .  S m i t h  o f  T y l e r  
C o u n t y .  S m i t h  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  I n f a n -
t r y .  W h i l e  t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f h i s  f a m i l y ' s  p a p e r s  c o n t a i n s  o n l y  n i n e  
C i v i l  W a r  i t e m s ,  t h o s e  i t e m s  a r e  q u i t e  r e v e a l i n g .  S m i t h  b e l o n g e d  
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to a pro-Union militia company at the beginning of the war, and 
the collection includes rosters from that unit Smith volunteered 
for the army in August 1862 and saw extensive action. His letters 
cover a variety of topics from military rumors and battle results 
to home life and politics. One letter reflects fears of a possible 
labor shortage due to the impending military draft. Smith warned 
his wife, "In regard to your farming you had better git your 
ploughing done as soon as possible for there is going to be a draft 
[for] certain." 
Smith also commented about the presidential election of 1864 
in his last letter to his wife. He wrote, "There was a vote taken in 
the 14 [Fourteenth West Virginia Infantry] yesterday for 
presadent[.] Abe got all but 8 votes so McClenan [McClellan] 
cant come in ... there is one thing sure[,] the soldiers are a going 
almost to a man for Abe." 
Smith was captured shortly after he wrote his final letter of 
this collection and died of pneumonia in the Confederate prison 
at Salisbury, North Carolina, in February 1865. In March 1863, 
he had written to his wife and said, "it may be the last time that 
I will ever git to see any of you and I want you to raise the children 
right and give them good learning and I want you to live right and 
I will try and do the same and if we never meet on earth any more 
I hope that we will meet in heaven." 
The George K. Campbell Diary is the most significant of all 
of these collections. Campbell was a Union officer from Athens 
County, Ohio, along the West Virginia border. The journal 
begins in the Winchester, Virginia, area just before the Gettysburg 
Campaign. It describes a flurry of activity in which his regiment 
participated during Lee's invasion of Pennsylvania. Campbell 
also gives a broader perspective of the war than the private 
soldiers and is quite detailed in all of his entries. Particularly 
good accounts are given of his visits to Columbus, Ohio, Wash-
ington, New York, and of travel on railroads. 
The archives of the General Jenkins Chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy in Parkersburg provide valuable 
secondary information on the Civil War. The collection contains 
an abundance of genealogical material, family accounts of the 
war, and military lore. At a time when new discoveries of 
Confederate historical materials in West Virginia have become 
more infrequent, this acquisition makes previously hidden re-
cords of individual wartime service available and reveals the 
history of one of the many Civil War veterans' and lineage 
groups which continued into the twentieth century. The collec-
tion provides a bridge between the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries which makes it a fitting capstone to our recent group of 
Civil War accessions. 
CAN YOU FIND YOUR CIVIL WAR 
ANCESTOR? 
The answer to this question is-Yes! And it may be much 
easier than you suspect. The West Virginia Collection has a 
variety of materials that help researchers to identify Civil War 
soldiers in their families, and the Collection is constantly obtain-
ing new records from the war. 
Beginners will want to start with the Collection's card cata-
log. A name index of Union soldiers in West Virginia regiments 
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exists and will guide researchers to more in-depth sources that 
are categorized according to regiment. The card catalog will also 
direct patrons to books, pamphlets, maps, and newspapers on the 
Civil War, and Charles Shetler's West Virginia Civil War Litera-
ture provides a descriptive listing of those materials as well as 
articles and broadsides. It might be helpful to acquire a general 
knowledge of the war, and we recommend the following works 
in our Collection: The Civil War in West Virginia by Stan Cohen, 
A Banner in the Hills by George E. Moore, and West Virginia in 
the Civil War by Boyd B. Stutler. General works with a national 
orientation may be found in Wise Library and include Civil War 
and Reconstruction by James G. Randall and David Donald, 
Battle Cry of Freedom by James M. McPherson, and Reid 
Mitchell's Civil War Soldiers, which delves into the day-to-day 
lives of common soldiers. 
County histories, which usually list Civil War soldiers from 
the counties, and specialized books are also found in the card 
catalog. Some of the most often used source books for Civil War 
ancestors include Confederate Military History and Loyal West 
Virginia from 1861 to 1865. A number of regimental histories 
and Civil War histories of counties also exist. Some of these were 
printed as theses or dissertations or as articles in county historical 
society journals. One of the most recently produced sources is the 
invaluable Virginia Regimental Histories Series. Another source 
of Confederate ancestors is the article "Confederate Soldiers of 
West Virginia" in the 1931-33 report of the West Virginia 
Department of Archives and History. 
Several primary sources have proven to be popular with 
researchers. The 1890 Census provided lists of Union veterans 
and their widows. A detailed record of Union soldiers and their 
military service is found in the National Archives' Union Volun-
teers of West Virginia Regiments (A&M 3059) and the West 
Virginia Adjutant General's West Virginia Civil War Records 
(A&M 3138) and Burial and Cemetery Records (A&M 3137). 
The Adjutant General's records contain information for mem-
bers of Unionist militia, home guard, and scout units as well as 
volunteer and exempt regiments that entered Federal service. 
Similarly detailed records for Confederate troops exists in the 
Virginia State Library's Confederate Service Records of Vir-
ginia Soldiers. All of the above primary materials are on micro-
film at the West Virginia Collection. 
For those with more time to spend on research, the archives 
and manuscript collections offer specific genealogical and his-
torical information. A myriad of letters and diaries from both 
Union and Confederate soldiers and officers has been collected 
through the years. The major subjects and names that are dealt 
with in these collections have been indexed, and inventories are 
available for major collections. So, the opportunity to discover 
your West Virginia Civil War ancestor awaits you at the West 
Virginia Collection. 
CIVIL WAR BROADSIDES IN THE WEST 
VIRGINIA COLLECTION 
Broadsides-posters and handbills in all sizes and colors-
contain a wealth of information about local reactions to pressing 
issues such as Secession and the Civil War. They are often over-
l o o k e d  a s  r e s e a r c h  s o u r c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  p r e s u m e d  t o  b e  u s e f u l  
m e r e l y  f o r  i l l u s t r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  o f  C i v i l  W a r  
b r o a d s i d e s  i n  t h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  C o l l e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  t h e  a u t h o r s ,  
t i t l e s ,  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t a ,  w h e n  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  t o p i c  o f  e a c h  
b r o a d s i d e  i s  g i v e n  i n  b r a c k e t s .  T h e  l i s t  f u r n i s h e s  s o m e  i n t r i g u i n g  
l e a d s  f o r  C i v i l  W a r  r e s e a r c h .  
" U n i o n  o r  D i s u n i o n ?  T h e  I s s u e  I s  u p o n  U s ! "  [ U n i o n  m e e t i n g  i n  
H a r r i s o n  C o u n t y ] ,  C l a r k s b u r g ,  2 0  N o v e m b e r  1 8 6 0 .  
P o r t e r ,  W i l l i a m  M .  " V i e w s  o f W m  M .  P o r t e r  o n  t h e  P r e s e n t  C r i s i s "  
[ S t a t e m e n t  o f  S e c e s s i o n i s t  c a n d i d a t e  t o  S e c e s s i o n  C o n v e n t i o n  
f r o m  H a n c o c k  C o u n t y ] ,  S t e u b e n v i l l e ,  c a .  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 1 .  
" M e e t i n g  a t  t h e  C o u r t - H o u s e  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  1 9 t h "  [ R e p o r t  o f  a n t i -
s e c e s s i o n  m e e t i n g ] ,  C l a r k s b u r g ,  c a .  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
C a r l i l e ,  J o h n  S .  " T o  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  H a r r i s o n  C o u n t y "  [ U n i o n i s t  
s t a t e m e n t ] ,  
C l a r k s b u r g ,  1 6  J a n u -
a r y  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
J o h n s t o n ,  R o b e r t .  " A n  
A d d r e s s  t o  t h e  V o t e r s  
o f  H a r r i s o n  C o u n t y "  
[ S e c e s s i o n i s t  s t a t e -
m e n t  o f  c a n d i d a t e  t o  
S e c e s s i o n  C o n v e n -
t i o n ] ,  2 1  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 1 .  
H a n s b r o u g h ,  G . W .  " C i r -
c u l a r  t o  t h e  V o t e r s  o f  
T a y l o r  C o u n t y "  [ A n t i -
C o e r c i o n i s t  c a n d i d a t e  
s t a t e m e n t ] ,  2 2 J a n u a r y  
1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
W i l s o n ,  B e n j a m i n .  " A  
C a r d  t o  t h e  P u b l i c "  
A \  
(  
A N  
. .  
[ A n t i - C o e r c i o n i s t  T h i s  b r o a d s i d e  c a l l s  u p o n  t h e  " B r a v e  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  c a n d i - M e n  o f  t h e  W e s t "  t o  " a v e n g e  t h e  i n s u l t e d  
d a c y  f o r  S e c e s s i o n  h o r w r  o f  W e s t e r n  V i r g i n i a "  a f t e r  U n i o n  
C  o n  v  e n  t  i  o n  ]  f o r c e s  c h a s e d  C o n f e d e r a t e s  o u t  o f  
C l a r k s b u r g  2 4  J a n u ~  P h i l i p p i  a t  t h e  b e g i ! U l i n g  o f  t h e  w a r .  
a r y  1 8 6 1 .  '  U n i o n  s y m p a t h i z e r s  s u b s e q u e n J l y  
R  A  M  J  h n  C  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  e n g a g e m e n J  a s  t h e  
e a g e r ,  ·  · •  
0  
" P h i l i p p i  R a c e s . "  
V a n c e  a n d  J o h n  J .  
D a v i s .  " T o  t h e  V o t e r s  o f  H a r r i s o n  C o u n t y "  [ C h a l l e n g e  t o  B e n -
j a m i n  W i l s o n ' s  d e n i a l  o f  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  U n i o n i s t  r e s o l u t i o n s ] ,  
c a .  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 1 .  
S m i t h ,  F .  " T o  t h e  V o t e r s  o f  M a r i o n  C o u n t y "  [ A n t i - S e c e s s i o n  
c a n d i d a c y  f o r  S e c e s s i o n  C o n v e n t i o n ] ,  c a .  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 1 .  
W o o d s ,  S a m u e l .  " T o  t h e  V o t e r s  o f  B a r b o u r  C o u n t y "  [ S t a t e s  r i g h t s  
c a n d i d a c y  f o r  S e c e s s i o n  C o n v e n t i o n ] ,  c a .  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 1 .  
W i l s o n ,  B e n j a m i n .  " R e a d  T h i s "  [ W i l s o n  d e n i e s  e n d o r s i n g  U n i o n i s t  
r e s o l u t i o n s ] ,  2 8  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 1 .  
H a l l ,  E . B .  " T o  t h e  V o t e r s  o f  M a r i o n  C o u n t y "  [ A n t i - S e c e s s i o n  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  c a n d i d a t e  t o  S e c e s s i o n  C o n v e n t i o n ] ,  2 8  J a n .  1 8 6 1 .  
M o m o e ,  J a m e s .  " H o w  I s  I t ? "  [ C h a l l e n g e  t o  C h a r l e s  S .  L e w i s '  
s i n c e r i t y  a s  a n  a n t i - s e c e s s i o n  c a n d i d a t e  t o  S e c e s s i o n  C o n v e n -
t i o n ] ,  C l a r k s b u r g ,  3 1  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
" T h e  D a i l y  U n i o n - E x t r a "  [ F o r t  S u m t e r ] ,  W h e e l i n g ,  1 3  A p r i l l 8 6 1  
( c o p y ) .  
S w e e n e y , A . J .  " M a y o r ' s P r o c l a m a t i o n " [ A p p e a l f o r o r d e r i n  W h e e l -
i n g ] ,  W h e e l i n g ,  1 9  A p r i l  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
" A  G r e a t  R a l l y  o f  t h e  F r i e n d s  o f  L i b e r t y ! "  [ A n t i - S e c e s s i o n  r a l l y  
a n n o u n c e m e n t ] ,  F a i r m o n t ,  2 9  A p r i l  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
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J a c k s o n ,  B l a c k w e l l .  " C i r c u l a r  t o  t h e  V o t e r s  o f  t h e  C o u n t i e s  o f  
R a n d o l p h .  T u c k e r ,  B a r b o u r ,  U p s h u r ,  L e w i s ,  G i l m e r  a n d  C a l h o u n "  
[ A n t i  - S e c e s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  o f  s t a t e  s e n a t e  c a n d i d a t e ] ,  W e s t o n ,  1 1  
M a y  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
F i r s t  W h e e l i n g  C o n v e n t i o n .  " C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  N o r t h  
W e s t e r n  V i r g i n i a  H e l d  a t  W h e e l i n g ,  M a y  1 3 t h ,  1 8 6 1 "  [ C o n v e n -
t i o n  r e s o l u t i o n s ] .  
T e t e r ,  J o s e p h .  S r .  " T o  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  B a r b o u r "  [ A n t i - S e c e s s i o n  
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f r o m  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  t o  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  N o r t h  W e s t e r n  
V i r g i n i a "  [ A n t i - S e c e s s i o n ] ,  W h e e l i n g ,  2 2  M a y  1 8 6 1 .  
" I n t e l l i g e n c e r  E x t r a :  W h e e l i n g ,  M a y  2 4 - 1  p . m .  E x c i t i n g  N e w s ! "  
[ S t a r t  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a ] ,  W h e e l i n g ,  2 4 M a y  1 8 6 1 .  
M c C l e l l a n ,  G e o r g e  B .  " S o l d i e r s "  [ O r d e r  t o  O h i o  t r o o p s  t o  c r o s s  i n t o  
V i r g i n i a ] ,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  2 6  M a y  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
M c C l e l l a n ,  G e n e r a l  G e o r g e  B .  " T o  t h e  U n i o n  M e n  o f  W e s t e r n  
V i r g i n i a "  [ U n i o n i s t  p r o c l a m a t i o n ] ,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  2 6  M a y  1 8 6 1 .  
" L o s t "  [ A d v e r t i s e m e n t  o f l o s s  o f  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  A r m y  R e g u l a t i o n s ] ,  
C a m p  M a s o n ,  3 0  M a y  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
H a r m a n ,  M a j o r  M . G .  " T o  A r m s !  T o  A r m s ! !  B r a v e  M e n  o f  t h e  
W e s t ! !  [ C o n f e d e r a t e  r e c r u i t i n g  p o s t e r ] ,  S t a u n t o n ,  V a .  7  J u n e  
1 8 6 1 .  
" T r a i t o r s  i n  W h e e l i n g "  [ L i s t  o f  W h e e l i n g  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  v o t e d  f o r  
S e c e s s i o n  O r d i n a n c e  i n  e l e c t i o n ] ,  c a .  J u n e  1 8 6 1 .  
W i s e ,  G e n e r a l  H e n r y  A .  [ C o n f e d e r a t e  a p p e a l  t o  w e s t e r n  V i r g i n -
i a n s ] ,  R i p l e y ,  6  J u l y  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
E v a n s ,  J a m e s . "  1 , 0 1 0  B r a v e  M e n  W a n t e d "  [ U n i o n r e c r u i t i n g  p o s t e r ] ,  
M o r g a n t o w n ,  2 9  J u l y  1 8 6 1 .  
A n d r e w s ,  C . W .  " L e t t e r  f r o m  D r .  A n d r e w s  t o  B i s h o p  M c i l v a i n e  
u p o n  t h e W  a r "  [ M i n i s t e r ' s  r e p o r t  o f  b a t t l e  i n  J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t y ] ,  
1  A u g u s t  1 8 6 1  ( c o p y ) .  
R o s e c r a n s ,  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m S .  " G e n e r a l  O r d e r s  N o .  2 1 "  [ W a r n i n g  
t o  r e s p e c t  c i v i l i a n  r i g h t s ] ,  C r o s s  L a n e s ,  1 8  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 6 1 .  
[ A n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  i n  H a r r i s o n  C o u n t y  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  w a r ] ,  8  O c t o b e r  1 8 6 1 .  
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C o n f e d e r a t e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t o r s ] ,  c a .  1 8 6 1 .  
C a m e r o n ,  D r .  J o h n  a n d  A . C . L .  G a t e w o o d .  " L i g h t  A r t i l l e r y  C o m -
p a n y "  [ C o n f e d e r a t e  r e c r u i t i n g  p o s t e r ] ,  W a r m  S p r i n g s ,  V a . ,  2 0  
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"The Soldier's Dream" [Poem], ca. 1864. 
"Olt Ungle Pen" [Satire of General Benjamin F. Butler], ca. 1865. 
"A Message from the Army of the Valley of Virginia" [Resolutions 
of commitment to Confederate cause], Camp of Smith's Brigade, 
10 February 1865. 
Pierpoint, Governor F.H. "Letter to the People of Virginia by the 
Governor" [Congressional elections in Virginia], Alexandria, 
Va., 9 May 1865. 
OTHER RECENT CIVIL WAR ACCESSIONS. 
West Virginia Adjutant General's Burial and 
Cemetery Archives, 1825-1939. 8 reels. 
Acquired, 1992. A&M 3137. 
This microfilm version of official state records chronicles the 
deaths and burials of West Virginia's soldiers and veterans from 
the American Revolution to World War I. The most complete 
and voluminous records exist for the Civil War. The records 
provide information about circumstances of the death and burial 
including place, date, and type of marker. The records also note 
the race of the soldier and service information. The names are 
alphabetized. The archives also include maps of major cemeter-
ies with soldiers' names marked on the plots. 
West Virginia Union Civil War Archives, 1861-
1865. 2 reels. Acquired, 1992. A&M 3138. 
The microfilmed records ofUnion soldiers, militiamen, home 
guards, and partisans of West Virginia units provide the names, 
ages, residences, ranks, muster and discharge information, and 
remarks about the service of West Virginia's Union troops. The 
records are categorized by unit. These flies are invaluable to 
genealogists. An alphabetized index to the records is available. 
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